CATHERINE ANTHONEY-OHNEMUS

. toric Site in Estero, was "
built in 1904 by the Koreshan
Unity commune.

In 1961, the last hvmg Kore- ;
shans donated the remnants of

the commune to the state with -

a lifetime tenancy agreement.
The last Koreshan member. -

lived in the Planetary Courtun- -

.til her death in 1982. The site
 became a National Register :;

Historic District on May 4,1979;

and a Lee County Historically: -

. Designated Property on Iuly 19,
- 2000.

The Planetary Court isboth

ample of vernacular architec-
ture, having been constructed
° by the community’s members -
.- -using locally available ma

he Planetary Court, with-
. in Koreshan State His-+:: .

* among the surrounding p1 ‘ *The ongmal 4-bedroom per— '
. neer-style buildings. - . ﬂoor layout was change b
architecturally and historically . : ’
significant. It is an excellent ex-

S ' ofereoccuthng'them :
KORESHAN HISTORIC SITE  throughout the commune o throughout the first and secon
e ‘eene grounds. - stories; Homosote board ceil:

als. .- ... . Therestorationof the Plane- 'lngs,thhbattenstnpsmsome

. Thebuilding’s first and sec-  tary Court returned the build-~  rooms, were also put in. The
ond floor wrap-around porch- - ing to an opulence that ha - most drastic alteration was

es, as well as the cross-ventila-~ = beenlost due to alteration, dis- addition to the east face of the

tion created by the windows;il- regard and natural detenor “second floor that overtook th
lustrate the Koreshans’ aware-~ 'tion.: : - balcony and compromised the

"ness of environmental design =~ e visual centerplece - building’s symmetry. This addi-

and indigenous architecture. -~ of the building — the cupola— = tion'accommodated a closet,
* Now; one of 11 remaining - - 'was damaged in a hurricane and bathroom, kltchene

* buildings in the settlement never rebuilt. Moreaver, in th

complex, the house is unique in 1960s, the building’s last resident
that it possesses an arch1tectur— : mplemented several drastlc al-
al refinement that standsout .~ terations fo the house.

The building also occuples a

- prominent place withinthe
- overall landscape that the Kore«y bedrooms'onboththe fir and ~ Planetary Court . ;
- shansintended to create. A 'secondﬂoors . Architect:  restoration.

geometric quadrangle of she
aths surrounds the house, part




‘ dugprio
enches for the ine:

quent fundmg to carry
ot the restoration plan, was:
_obtained by two special catego
ry matching grants, Phase Lin -
: 1999 and Phase .

v hout the projec
,Secretary of the Interio
da;;ds for Restoratlo 1’ (

. of 1926 Was estabhshed in orde
- todepictthe character of the V
- DPlanetary Courtas ithad ap- Testoratio
. peared historically.” ThlS reqmred - Whe

-+ theremoval, as wellas the rever- i
1. saloflater alteranons dadde

Visitation is not- only ositive
lor f.lteltselﬁbut,through'
- my _Enhereﬁ'ef DIOY

& st:rucuon of ‘missing features that
‘belonged within the restoratlon ;
~ period —the cupolai particu-
T y'larIusuﬁcatlonf r reconstruct--
. ingthe cupola was substantiated -
>+ both bydocumentary evidence,
- contained in archival photosand -
- writings, aswellasbythephysx
- calevidence of parnallymtac V
structural framewog
- Fxisting materials arid feafure. ~_greatstory
thatﬁtmthlnﬂlepenodwerer& ~ of Amerj
o ~tamed<andpreserved aswerean . Utor

: 'nple oftal-
aﬂ:smanshlp, utlsmade'f

.grades to the: mechamcal
ical, andplumbmgsystems, :
©“ and other coderequired work, .
 wasalso carried out in the mo,
- historically senisitive manner
_ possible; Moreover, as it was nec-
i essarytoprovideundereround  Ia 3
. waterlinesto the building for the ablis




iV
restoratior




